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loading dock,” Wirtz says. “The tilt
beds are used for our backhoes, bob-
cats, and other heavier equipment
where we can either tilt the bed and roll
the unit on, or tilt it and roll it off. We
probably put 30,000 miles apiece on the
stakes each year, and maybe half that
much on the tilt beds.”

Service extension

Reliability is the key to Wirtz Rental
Companyin terms of truck performance.
“I basically don’t care what color they
are or what brand name,” Wirtz says.
“But our trucks are an extension of our
service. If they don’t make the deliver-
ies on time, we're out of business. We
really had to count on them during the
flood, and they came through for us.

“We've experienced a dramatic in-
creasein fuel mileage since we switched
to diesel-powered trucks vs. the gas-
burners we were using before,” notes
Wirtz. “We don’t keep specific records
as far as mpg go, but just judging by
how often we fill our fuel tanks now (we
have tanks for gasoline, kerosene, and
diesel on the premises), I'd say it’s very
significant.”

Wirtz keeps their trucks outdoors
year ‘round but startups have not been
a problem with the diesel engines. “We

1045 W, 47th STREET
CHICAGO, 1L 312/523-1901

Bob Wirtz, president, Wirtz Rentals Co., and driver Jim Walsh with one of the company’s five International trucks. This one is a 4600 model
stake body powered by an International 7.3 liter diesel engine.

used to have one of our people come in
an hour early just to start the trucks,”
he says. “And sometimes the gas-pow-
ered trucks wouldn’t start at all. Now,
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there’s no problem starting no matter
how cold it gets in winter just aslong as
we keep the block heaters plugged in.”

Diesel maintenance
City International, a Chicago truck
dealer, handles all major maintenance

for Wirtz Rentals; however, they aren’t
called on to do so very often. Accord-
ing to Ron Knedlik, the service man-
ager for Wirtz, “The new trucks are
somewhat heavier duty
than ourolder, gas-pow-
ered vehicles, but the
maintenance is much
easier. Because they're
diesels, we just change
the filters but don’t
spend time on tuneups,
changing spark plugs,
ete.

“The DT 360 diesel is
very simple to work on.
Everything is quite ac-
cessible under the hood.
We do the routine oil
changes, ete., but when
we do need service,
nothing could be easier.
I drop off the truck at
City International after
5:00 p.m. on my way
home and pick it up next morning on
my way to work.

“That’s important, especially when
we're working on a deadline to deliver
a certain piece of equipment, or under
an emergency situation such as the

April flood.” Z5)
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